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Too much Rummage, not enough Rainfall
Planning a Rummage and Bake Sale
while dealing with Drought and Wildfire

Ruth Bennett
President, PMKCA

Sometimes the best time to hold a happy event is when times have been stressful for many of us. Good
news first...

PMKCA'’s Gigantic Community Rummage Sale!

PMKCA and its members are planning a huge community Rummage Sale, Bake Sale, and Social Get-
together on Saturday, October 25 (see the notice on this page). The Pa’auilo Hongwanji Mission has
graciously allowed PMKCA to hold our event in their huge social hall - and we plan on filling the hall with
goodies, yummies, treasures, activities, and aloha.

Pa’auilo Mauka Kalopa Community Association

Community Rummage Sale,
Bake Sale, & More!

Pa’auilo Hongwanji
43-1477 Hauola Rd (Old Town Pa’auilo)
Saturday, October 25, 2025

Open to the public from 8am to 1pm

Up to TWENTY sellers from mauka Pa‘auilo and Kalopa offering something for
everyone and every budget. Delicious baked and preserved items for sale.
Meet PMKCA members and talk story about our community’s projects.

For more information, email
news.PMKCA@gmail.com, subject: “Rummage Sale”




There will be room for up to 20 Rummage Sale participants from the mauka Pa’auilo and Kalopa
communities. Sellers will be offering all sorts of useful, beautiful, well-kept items - clothing, small
household goods, kitchen gadgets, tools, holiday items, and so much more.

Our Bake Sale will offer a delicious variety of baked and preserved items — cookies, cakes, breads,
candies, jars of honey and other delicacies — and the proceeds from the bake sale will benefit our
community projects.

PMKCA invites you to visit its own area to check out the donated items for sale on its own Rummage table
(benefitting our community projects), and to talk story about the projects that we are working on this year.

If you're interested in selling your rummage at our sale,
or in contributing a baked or prepared food item to our Bake Sale - or just giving a
few hours of your time helping with the event -
email us at news.pmkca.org, “Rummage Sale’. We’ll contact you with details.

Everyone is invited to visit our sale on Saturday, October 25. With so many sellers and tables, we are
sure you’ll find the exact item you need, or the lovely item you couldn’t resist!

m | & But wait - there’s more!
— ST. COLUMBA EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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If you would like to get a head start on your
bargain-hunting, St. Columba’s Episcopal
Church, which offers so many beneficial
activities to the Pa’auilo community, and has
provided a venue for several of our "Talk Story"
events, is having their annual Bazaar on the
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How about visiting their Bazaar first, then

.‘\r come to our Rummage Sale on the following
BAZAAR - =

SATURDAY OCTOBER 18TH .
SAM-3PM

=LOTS OF INEXPENSIVE SEASONAL *
DECORATIONS FOR HALLOWEEN,
THANKSGIVING, AND CHRISTMAS
=SERVING AND COOKING ITEMS
~CRAFTS AND BAKED GOODS *
~GIFTS AND GADGETS
=A FEW WINTER CLOTHES FOR MAINLAN
AND MAUNA LOA TRIPS
=PLATE LUNCH SPECIAL AVAILABLE

43-1425 HAUOLA RD
BELOW PA’AUILO SCHOOL




Getting serious: Severe Drought on the Hamakua Coast

According to the analysis and reports for Hawaii, produced by the National Integrated Drought
Information System (NIDIS), we on the Hamakua Coast are in Severe Drought (D2) conditions which are
expected to persist into November.

(By the way, this Drought.gov site contains a message that during the current government shutdown, it will
no longer be providing weekly drought reports. This graphic from Sept 23 is the last we’ll get until...!)

. USDA 4%  Whatis a D2 Severe Droughtin

U-5. Drought Monitor G EZS D  Hawai? NIDIS defines a D2 drought this
way: “Pasture conditions are very
dry/poor; cattle health is poor; crops
struggle. Fire danger is high. Reservoir

. and catchment levels are low; springs
have dried up; mandatory water
restrictions are implemented.”

Personally, as a rural resident of mauka
Pa’auilo, living off-grid and depending on
catchment water, in a small fire-prone
landscape at the end of a challenging
private road, with sheep and pets and a
small vegetable garden, I’m feeling
‘ anxious about every one of these severe
drought criteria. Everyone | know in our

U.S. Drought Monitor Category % of U.S. Community is feeling the same way.

DO - Abnormally Dry 20.4%

D1 - Moderate Drought 16.9%

D2.- Severe Drought 14.4% My catchment tank can hold over 22,000
Il o:-ecwemeorought .50 Sallons of water—over 6 feet deep at the
. D4 - Exceptional Drought 03% outlet pipe. It currently holds less than 2
mm Total Area in Drought (D1-D4) 36.4% feet of water, less than a third of the
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA supply the tank could hold. | have never
Updates Weekly: 09/23/25 Drought.gov  seen the water level so low!

And | know that others in my community are having to haul potable water from the county faucetin
Pa’auilo!

In other fire-prone summers, | have considered my catchment water to also be a fire-fighting resource. |
can’t see that possibility now. With the multiple wildfires we have experienced this year, | know that
others in my community are feeling more vulnerable than ever before.

For over 9 years, |, and others near me, have been contributing accurate rainfall numbers (a standardized
NOAA rain gauge) to the volunteer site CoCoRaHs.org (check it out). We’re all trying to understand rainfall

patterns here at home, while contributing to a nationwide perspective as our climate changes.

Here’s what our rainfall numbers are telling us:



e Foryears 2016 through 2018, our annual rainfall numbers were between 100 and 150 inches per
year. (I remember those years of flooding gulches and downpours.)
e 1In 2019, total rainfall dropped to around 80 inches.

e From 2020 to 2024, rainfall continued to drop per year, falling to 57 inches in 2023, but recovering
in 2024 to 88 inches.

This year, 2025, from January through September, none of us in our mauka Pa’auilo and Kalopa area
have seen more than 19 inches of rain!! And most of that rain fell in the first 3 months of this year.
We have only 3 months left to get even close to our poorest past rain year.

The D2 Severe Drought is real. We are in it. Our lawns and pastures are brown. Fires start easily from
hot cars in dry grass or tossed cigarettes. Please remember that whether we are on county water or

collect and store rainfall, we are all using a single extremely limited resource - rain that falls on our
island.

We will likely have several more months of severe drought, so we have a kuleana among ourselves and to
the ‘aina. Reduce our water use wherever possible. Save potable water for drinking and use untreated or
recycled water for gardens. Practice fire safety when in dry vegetation —don’t be the one who starts the
next serious wildfire! Look out for our neighbors who may be more vulnerable than ourselves.

And when the rain returns, celebrate!

COMING UP!

Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, October 9, 2025, 6 PM
At Denning’s house - 44-3220 Kula Kahiko Rd.
(Allmembers are welcome to attend.)

PMKCA'’s Big Rummage Sale,
Bake Sale, and More!
Saturday October 25, 2025, 8am to 1pm

At the Pa'auilo Hongwanji
44-1477 Hauola Rd. (Old Town Pa’auilo)
Reply to any email about the Rummage Sale
to reserve a table or volunteer to help.

Pa’auilo Mauka Kalopa Community Association
P.O. Box 408, Pa’auilo, HI 96776
Website: www.pmkca.org
Email: news.PMKCA@gmail.com
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